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STEEL ADDS BOTH STRUCTURE AND STYLE TO THE 

BUILT ENVIRONMENT. LEARN BEST PRACTICES FOR 

COLLABORATING WITH STEEL FABRICATORS AT EVERY 

PHASE OF A PROJECT.

It was steel, stacked sky-high on the shoreline of Lake 

Michigan, that signaled the coming prominence of skyscrapers, 

which would define cities of the 20th century and beyond. 

Steel skyscrapers in Chicago’s Loop were among the first to 

use a skeletal structure built from carefully composed and 

engineered steel and decorated with sumptuous terra cotta, 

brickwork, or other masonry.

Facade possibilities were endless now that these structural 

systems were completely independent from their outward 

appearance. But late-19th century skyscraper triumphs such 
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format. In fact, high levels of automation across the entire 

fabrication process often indicate a superior degree of quality 
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