Embarking on a career in the built environment presents
individuals with a spectrum of opportunities, and the decision
between becoming a Certifed Construction Manager® (CCM®)
or a Professional Engineer (PE) involves careful consideration
of personal inclinations, career goals, and the desired impact
on the construction industry. The credentials are not mutually
exclusive, and many pursue and obtain both. In this article,

I will share my own journey and delve into the reasons that
led me to pursue a path as a Certifed Construction Manager
instead of a Professional Engineer.

Passion for Construction Management

As a 12-year-old, | set my sights on a career in engineering,
fueled by the dream of joining the Army to build bridges. Fast
forward to obtaining my Bachelor of Science degree in Civil
Engineering and being commissioned into the Army as an
engineer - | was on the path | had envisioned. However, the
journey took an unexpected turn when | discovered my passion
for construction management during my tenure with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineer’s Mobile District.

My initial education in scheduling, estimating, and planning
construction projects came from my Army assignments, shaping
my love for the intricacies of construction management.

This passion only grew as | transitioned from construction
management to quality management, relishing every day spent
on projects.

Choosing Construction Management over
Professional Engineering

| contemplated obtaining a PE license, | grappled with the time
commitment and my dedication to engineering. Designing and
engineering consulting didn’t align with my aspirations; my
heart belonged to construction management. The realization
that the PE exam didn’t assess profciency in construction
management further solidifed my decision.

My journey took a pivotal turn when | left the Army, seeking
to pursue my passion outside of the military and embark on
a construction management career with the U.S. Army Corps
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