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METHOD

The 2018 report’s survey sample of 15,850 included 
HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�&0$$�GDWDEDVH�FODVVLʳHG�DV�PHPEHUV�DQG�
or credential holders. Similarly, the 2022 report’s sample of 
�������LQFOXGHG�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�&0$$�GDWDEDVH�FODVVLʳHG�
as emailable members of CMAA and emailable industry 
non-members. 
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RESPONDENT PROFILE

0RVW�UHVSRQGHQW�SURʳOH�WUDLWV�HLWKHU�UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�VWDEOH�EHWZHHQ�ERWK�VWXGLHV�RU�VXIʳFLHQW�GDWD�DUH�
not available, so those results are not included below. Note that the 2018 survey did not analyze ethnicity, 
so a comparison is not possible. In both studies, the median respondent was 51 years old and plans to retire 
LQ����\HDUV��7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�LQGXVWU\�OLFHQVH�RU�FHUWLʳFDWLRQ�ZDV�WKH�&HUWLʳHG�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�0DQDJHUp�
�&&0p��

The 2022 survey included larger percentages of respondents who indicated they are female, work for 
SULYDWH�FRPSDQLHV��DQG�KROG�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�0DQDJHU�LQ�7UDLQLQJ��&0,7p��FUHGHQWLDOV��

2018 base: 1,294 respondents employed full-time in the construction industry as of April 1, 2018, answering

2022 base: 843 respondents employed full-time in the construction industry as of October 1, 2021, who consent to 
collecting personal demographics

Gender
7KH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�IHPDOH�UHVSRQGHQWV�LQ�WKH������UHSRUW�LQFUHDVHG�WR�RQH�LQ�ʳYH��������XS�
IURP�����LQ�������0DOH�UHVSRQGHQWV�GHFUHDVHG�IURP�����LQ������WR�����LQ������

2022

MALE

80%

20%

0%

FEMALE

PREFER TO SELF-DESCRIBE

����

What is your gender?

86%

14%

0%
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2018 base: 1,293 respondents employed full-time in the construction industry as of April 1, 2018, answering

2022 base: 883 respondents employed full-time in the construction industry as of October 1, 2021, answering

Employer
7KH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�UHSRUWHG�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�D�SXEOLF�DJHQF\�GHFUHDVHG�IURP�
����LQ������WR������RQH�LQ�IRXU��LQ�������0HDQZKLOH��UHVSRQGHQWV�IURP�SULYDWH�FRPSDQLHV�
LQFUHDVHG�IURP�����WR�����

2022

72%

25%

3%

PUBLIC AGENCY

PRIVATE COMPANY

OTHER

����

Which of these best describes your employer as of October 1, 2021 (April 1, 2018)?

66%

31%

3%
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However, the spread in annual base salaries was wide among respondents in both studies. 
Males reported a higher median base salary than females. Respondents who worked for private 
companies also reported a higher median base salary than those working for public agencies. 
:KLWH�&DXFDVLDQ�UHVSRQGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�D�KLJKHU�PHGLDQ�EDVH�VDODU\�WKDQ�RWKHU�HWKQLFLWLHV�
in the 2022 study, but the 2018 report did not analyze differences in annual base salary by 
ethnicity. The 2018 study also did not analyze base salary by age, but industry tenure and 
supervisory responsibilities had strong correlations to annual base salaries in both studies.

$OVR�RI�QRWH��WKH�PHGLDQ�VDODU\�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KROG�WKH�&&0�FUHGHQWLDO�LQFUHDVHG�IURP����������
LQ������WR����������LQ�WKH������VWXG\��7KH������VXUYH\�GLG�QRW�DQDO\]H�WKH�PHGLDQ�VDODU\�IRU�
WKRVH�ZKR�KROG�WKH�&0,7��EXW�WKH�PHGLDQ�VDODU\�IRU�&0,7V�ZDV���������LQ�WKH������UHSRUW�

2022

����

As of October 1, 2021 (April 1, 2018), what was your annual base salary (in US dollars) 
from your primary employment in the construction industry?

20%

14%

14%

9%

7%

2%

14%

21%

���������RU�PRUH

�������������������

�������������������

�����������������

�������������������

�����������������

�������������������

OHVV�WKDQ��������

24%

13%

13%

6%

6%

1%

10%

22%

2022 MEDIAN

�����0(',$1

$133,200

$125,000
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Annual Base Salary by Gender
Male respondents reported a higher median annual base salary than those of females. 
However, it is important to remember that other variables may be contributing factors. A 
VLPSOH�ELYDULDWH�FRUUHODWLRQ�LV�QRW�VXIʳFLHQW�WR�HVWDEOLVK�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�

)HPDOH�UHVSRQGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�D�PHGLDQ�EDVH�VDODU\�RI����������LQ�WKH������VXUYH\��ZKLFK�
LQFUHDVHG�WR����������LQ�WKH������VWXG\�

0DOH�UHVSRQGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�D�PHGLDQ�EDVH�VDODU\�RI����������LQ�WKH������VXUYH\��ZKLFK�
LQFUHDVHG�WR����������LQ�WKH������VWXG\�

2022

����

As of October 1, 2021 (April 1, 2018), what was your annual base salary (in US dollars) 
from your primary employment in the construction industry?
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Annual Base Salary by 
Industry Tenure, Number  
of Individuals Supervised, 
and Age

$�VWURQJ�SRVLWLYH�FRUUHODWLRQ�H[LVWV�
EHWZHHQ�LQGXVWU\�WHQXUH�DQG�DQQXDO�
EDVH�VDODU\��DV�ZHOO�DV�VXSHUYLVRU\�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�VDODU\��7KHVH�WUHQGV�
FDQ�EH�VHHQ�LQ�ERWK�VWXGLHV�

The 2018 report did not analyze 
differences in annual base salary by 
age, but in the 2022 study respondents 
aged 50 - 59 and respondents aged 60 
or over reported the highest median 
VDODULHV�����������DQG����������
respectively). As might be expected, 
given the strong positive correlation 
between industry tenure and annual 
base salary, the lowest median salary 
was reported by the youngest age group 
��WKRVH�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI��������������� 

2018 base: 1,247 respondents employed full-
time in the construction industry as of April 
1, 2018, answering; those in each segment 
�ʳOO�LQ�DQVZHUV�

2022 base: 846 respondents employed 
full-time in the construction industry as of 
October 1, 2021, answering; those in each 
VHJPHQW��ʳOO�LQ�DQVZHUV�

2022

2022

����

����
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Annual Base Salary  
by Age (2022 Only)

Annual Base Salary  
by Employer Type

As of October 1, 2021, what 
was your annual base salary (in 
US dollars) from your primary 
employment in the construction 
industry?

As of October 1, 2021 (April 1, 
2018), what was your annual 
base salary (in US dollars) from 
your primary employment in the 
construction industry?

,Q�ERWK�VWXGLHV��UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�
ZRUNHG�IRU�D�SULYDWH�FRPSDQ\�UHSRUWHG�
D�KLJKHU�PHGLDQ�DQQXDO�EDVH�VDODU\�
WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRUNHG�IRU�SXEOLF�
DJHQFLHV��

However, the difference between the 
median salaries of those respondents 
working for private companies and 
those working for public agencies 
narrowed between the 2018 and 2022 
reports. In 2018, respondents working 
for public agencies reported a median 
VDODU\�WKDW�ZDV���������ORZHU�WKDQ�
the salaries of those respondents who 
worked for private companies. In the 
2022 report, that difference in median 
VDODULHV�QDUURZHG�WR�DQ���������JDS��

2022 base: 846 respondents employed full-time in the construction industry 
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7KH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�IURP�WKH�3DFLʳF�FHQVXV�GLYLVLRQ�LQFUHDVHG�IURP�����WR������

Both the 2018 and 2022 studies asked respondents which state is their primary location (when not 
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�VLWH���7KH�PRVW�VLJQLʳFDQW�YDULDWLRQ�LQ�SULPDU\�ORFDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�VWXGLHV�ZDV�LQ�
WKH�3DFLʳF�FHQVXV�GLYLVLRQ��$ODVND��&DOLIRUQLD��+DZDLL��2UHJRQ��DQG�:DVKLQJWRQ���

However,�WKH�3DFLʳF��6RXWK�$WODQWLF��'HODZDUH��)ORULGD��*HRUJLD��0DU\ODQG��3XHUWR�5LFR�9LUJLQ�
Islands, South Carolina, Virginia, Washington D.C., and West Virginia), and Middle Atlantic (New 
Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania) remained the most concentrated areas of the country for 
respondents in both studies. The South Atlantic census division decreased slightly from 23% to 22% 
of respondents. The Middle Atlantic census division also decreased from 17% to 15%. 

����RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�EHLQJ�RIIHUHG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�ʴH[LEOH�EHQHʳW�SODQ�LQ�WKH������
UHSRUW��ZKLFK�LQFUHDVHG�WR�����LQ�WKH������UHSRUW���

%RWK�VXUYH\V�DVNHG�UHVSRQGHQWV�LI�WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�SURYLGHV�D�ʴH[LEOH�EHQHʳW�SODQ��VXFK�DV�
a reimbursement account (medical), reimbursement account (dependent care), full cafeteria, or 
premium conversion (pay premium with pre-tax).  

7KH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RIIHUV�OLIH�LQVXUDQFH�
LQFUHDVHG�IURP�����WR������




