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Deferred maintenance is a major problem for many public 

entities throughout the U.S. including cities, counties, school 

districts, universities, hospitals, and law enforcement agencies. 

Upgrading their facilities will cost billions of dollars, and 

the longer this issue remains unaddressed, the greater the 

ˋQDQFLDO�EXUGHQ�ZLOO�EH�RQ�WD[SD\HUV�

In recent years, federal, state, and local governments have 

made funding a priority to begin the slow and somewhat 

painful process of addressing these problems. New initiatives 

have been launched to address the maintenance issues and 

many public assets are already in various stages of repair, 

renovation, or replacement. 

Congress has made funding available through the American 

Rescue Plan and other initiatives, and money is also being 

approved through bond elections, state coffers, and public-

private partnerships, which bring private sector capital. As a 

result, many projects will be launched in 2024 and over the 

QH[W�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�LQLWLDWLYHV�ZLOO�EH�ODUJH��

FRPSOH[��DQG�FRVWO\��7KHUHIRUH��SULYDWH�VHFWRU�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLOO�

be in high demand.

Some upcoming deferred maintenance projects include:

	» A $300 million grant from the EPA will allow the 

International Boundary and Water Commission to handle 

VRPH�VLJQLˋFDQW�GHIHUUHG�PDLQWHQDQFH�LVVXHV�DQG�WKHQ�

double the capacity of a federal wastewater plant in San 

Diego, California. A recent assessment revealed that $150 

million will be needed to address deferred maintenance on 

WKH�SODQW�EHIRUH�WKH�XSJUDGHV�FDQ�HYHQ�EHJLQ��7KH�UHSDLU�

ZRUN�ZLOO�EH�H[WHQVLYH�DQG�QR�GDWH�IRU�D�SURMHFW�ODXQFK�KDV�

been announced. 

	» 7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6RXWK�)ORULGD�UHFHLYHG�IXQGLQJ�IURP�WKH�

American Rescue Plan to address deferred maintenance 

LVVXHV�RQ�WKH�FDPSXV��$SSUR[LPDWHO\�������PLOOLRQ�LV�
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